
Summer 2 – Week 1

MONDAY – LESSON 1

LO: To identify the 

features of a Greek myth.





What are the features of myths?  



The Oracle
King Acrisius of Argos was warned 

by an oracle that he would be killed 

in time by a son born to his daughter 

Danae. So he promptly locked Danae 

up in a tower. But the god Zeus got in, 

disguised as a shower of gold and Perseus 

was born. So Acrisius straightaway stuck 

daughter and infant into a chest and 

pushed it out to sea. Perhaps he expected 

it to sink like a stone, but instead it floated 

quite nicely and ended up on a beach on 

the island of Seriphos. 

Perseus and the 
Gorgan

What 

features 

can you 

find?



Trouble

Here a fisherman named Dictys discovered the 
chest and looked after it. Perseus had a good 
role model as he grew up to be a young man. 
One day Dictys's brother, who was the king 
there, fell in love with Danae.

"You leave my mother alone," 
insisted Perseus, clenching 
his fists for he knew what 
a cruel and evil man the 
king was.

What features can you find?



The Challenge                    What features can you find?

Danae refused to marry the king but he would not leave 

her alone. He was trying to force her to marry him, by 

pretending to marry another woman. When Perseus 

turned up at the wedding without a wedding present, 

Polydectes scorned him for being a lazy good-for-

nothing. Perseus reacted furiously, boasting that he 

could get anything in the world that the king wanted; 

the king demanded the 

head of a Gorgon. Perseus recoiled 

in horror, but accepted the 

challenge, impossible though it 

seemed. The king had succeeded 

in getting rid of Perseus. He 

thought Perseus would never return. 



The Gorgons

There were three Gorgons: Medusa, 

Stheno and Euryate. All had once 

been very beautiful women but 

unfortunately they had since been 

turned into hideous monsters with 

bronze wings, claw-like hands, 

tusks for teeth, and live snakes for 

hair. Anyone who looked into 

their eyes would be turned 

to stone forever. 

What features can you find?



Perseus knew that he would probably 

die trying to get the Gorgon's head, 

but he had to try for his mother's sake. 

As he left the king, he was surprised by 

two figures suddenly appearing before 

him. It was Athena, Goddess of Wisdom, 

and Hermes, Messenger of the Gods. 

They brought him five gifts from his 

father, Zeus, and advised him to travel north until he came to the 

sea, and then to seek help from the 3 sisters of the Gorgons. They 

disappeared again, and he looked at the gifts: a sharp sickle, a 

bright polished shield, a cap, a bag to hang from his shoulder, 

and winged sandals. Perseus was much happier now, especially 

when he found that the cap made him invisible and the sandals 

made him fly. With such help from the Gods he could not fail in 

his task. 
What features can you find?



The Graeae (the 3 sisters of the Gorgans)
Perseus flew north toward the sea. When he came to the shore of 

a dark, misty sea he did not know where to find the Gorgons. He 

saw the Graeae on the beach below and stopped to talk to them. 

They were old and very ugly with just one tooth and one eye to 

share between them. They were the only people who knew where 

to find the Gorgons, but they would not tell Perseus. He flew 

away, put on his cap, then hovered above them until they were 

passing the tooth and the eye between each other. 

He flew down, snatched the tooth and 

eye, and threatened to throw them into 

the sea unless they gave him the 

information. They finally gave in so 

Perseus flew on toward the Gorgons. 

What features can you 

find?



The Gorgans’ Lair

As Perseus entered the lair, he saw all around him figures of stone 

men and animals, all killed by one look into the Gorgon's eyes. He 

approached quietly and found the sisters asleep. He was able to 

look on them safely. The snakes were awake and were writhing 

and hissing at him. Fearing that they would wake and open their 

eyes, he used the bronze shield as a mirror and cut off the head of 

the nearest sister, Medusa. He grabbed her head, put it in his bag, 

and quickly flew off before the others could catch him. 

What features can you 

find?



The Journey Home

As he flew past an island on the way back to Seriphos, Perseus 

saw a girl standing chained to a rock. He stopped to help her and 

found out that Poseidon had sent a sea monster to terrorise the 

islands as a punishment for Andomeda's mother boasting that her 

daughter was more beautiful than the sea nymphs. The only way 

to stop the monster was Andromeda's sacrifice. As Perseus 

prepared to rescue her, the monster appeared. He took the 

Gorgon's head out of the bag and held it behind him, facing the 

monster. It was immediately turned to stone. He took Andromeda 

back to Seriphos to be his wife. 

What features 

can you find?



The Banquet

When they arrived back at Seriphos, Perseus 

went straight to the palace. Polydectes was in the 

middle of a feast and obviously had not 

expected to see Perseus again. The king did not 

believe that he had managed to bring back the 

head of a Gorgon. 

What features 

can you find?



Perseus took the head out of the bag and showed them. 

They all turned to stone. Danae was left in peace, as 

the king had not been able to force her to marry him. 

Perseus gave back the gifts of the gods and made 

Athena a present of the Gorgon's head, as thanks for 

her help. 

Perseus and Andromeda had many children and 

became the great-grandparents of Heracles. 

What features can you 

find?



What features of myths did you find?  



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

qbYkejgeAXc

• Note down the words / phrases used to 

describe Medusa. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qbYkejgeAXc


Look at this description:

Medusa is a bad monster, she has killed lots of 

people. She has ugly snakes sticking out of her 

head. Her skins is green and her teeth are bad. 

She lives in a cave with her sisters. If you look 

into her eyes she will turn you to stone. 

1. What do you think about this description? 

2. How could you make it more powerful? 

3. How could you make your reader scared of 

the Medusa? 



Improve this poor sentences  in your books.
Can you use a simile / metaphor / personification / other 

Medusa is a bad monster, she has killed lots of people. 

She has ugly snakes sticking out of her head. 

Her skins is green and her teeth are bad. 

She lives in a cave with her sisters.

EXT: Write a descriptive paragraph of your own. 



EXT : Describe this picture. 



Summer 2 – Writing – Year 6

Lesson 2 - 3
Task:

Write your OWN Greek myth!

The following slides will help you…..



Simple plan you can follow:



What You Need To Write A 

Greek Myth

http://www.mythweb.com/heroes/jason/jason01.html
http://www.mythweb.com/heroes/jason/jason01.html
http://www.mythweb.com/hercules/herc01.html
http://www.mythweb.com/hercules/herc01.html
http://www.mythweb.com/heroes/bellerophon/bellerophon01.html
http://www.mythweb.com/heroes/bellerophon/bellerophon01.html
http://www.mythweb.com/heroes/theseus/theseus01.html
http://www.mythweb.com/heroes/theseus/theseus01.html
http://www.mythweb.com/heroes/perseus/perseus01.html
http://www.mythweb.com/heroes/perseus/perseus01.html
http://www.mythweb.com/odyssey/background_s.html
http://www.mythweb.com/odyssey/background_s.html


The Opening

• Start your story by explaining how long 

ago it happened. (one sentence)

• Introduce your hero – tell us the name and 

a little bit about their life. (two sentences)

• Describe their heroic looks. (one 

sentence)

• EXPLAIN WHY THE HERO IS GOING ON 

THIS ADVENTURE. (2-3 sentences)



There will be VILLAINS to deal 

with.



Introducing the Villain 

– Build Up 1

• Villains are usually royal, powerful and 

jealous. What is your villain jealous of?

• Where is he sending your hero?

• Why does he want to get rid of the hero?

• What has the villain told the hero to do –

make it very hard, if not impossible!

• How does the villain behave after the hero 

leaves – does he say something nasty?



WEAPONS will be needed.



There will be things to FIND and 

people to HELP the hero.



Help Arrives – Build Up 2

• A god or goddess will help you’re hero –

but which one?

• How and where do they tell the hero that 

they will help?

• What do they give the hero – how does it 

work? How much can the hero use it?

• Any other helpful advice for the hero?



There will be BRAVE things to do.

<> 



The First Brave Action

- Main Part 1

• On the journey the hero has to find 

something to help him on his way.

• What is it?

• Who has it?

• Do they want to give it to the hero?

• How does the hero get it?

• What problems does he have getting it?



There will be DANGERS to face.



There will be MONSTERS.



The Main Action Part 2

• Our Hero arrives at the destination…

• What does he see around him?

• What does he hear coming towards him?

• Can he smell or feel anything unpleasant?

• How does he come face to face with the 
MONSTER?

• Describe the monster in all its foulness!



The Main Action Part 2

• The monster attacks first – describe what 
it does?

• Our hero falls but……what happens next?

• Our hero is fighting back …..How does his 
special gifts from the gods help?

• The monster attacks for a final 
time…..how does our hero defeat it?

• What amazing thing happens as the 
monster dies?



There should be a HAPPY HERO 

ENDING –but there may be a 

surprise, too!



But sometimes it doesn’t work out 

PERFECTLY!



The Return – the Resolution

• Don’t waste time describing HOW the hero 

gets home – keep it short and sweet.

• Describe what is waiting for him when he 

gets home…what is the villain doing?

• What does the hero do to the villain?

• Are there any romantic reunions?

• Does the hero settle down to a quiet 

life….or is he off on another adventure?

















Year 6 - Lesson 2 - 3

Task:

Write your OWN Greek myth!



Summer 2 – Writing

Lesson 4 - 5
Task:

Write your OWN Celtic myth!

Research Celtic characters and legends.

Follow the scheme of work given for Lesson 

1-2 to help you write your own CELTIC myth!  

Please do not copy from the internet, as the 

teachers will be checking…..





Simple plan you can adapt!



You could use a story map to help you 

plan…



You could use a story mountain map to help 

you plan…



You could use a story mountain map to help you 

plan…here is another version.



Summer 2 – Writing

Lesson 4 - 5
Task:

Write your OWN Celtic myth!

Research Celtic characters and legends.

Follow the scheme of work given for Lesson 

1-2 to help you write your own CELTIC myth!  

Please do not copy from the internet, as the 

teachers will be checking…..


