
Summer 2 – Week 2

LESSONS 4 - 5
LO:  To re-tell events with the purpose of 

informing an audience.  

TASK:  To create a newspaper report. 

Curriculum coverage to be addressed: 

• ensure correct subject and verb agreement when using 

singular and plural, distinguish between the language of 

speech and writing and choosing the appropriate 

register 



TASK:  You will be writing the newspaper 
report on the death of Ophelia.

What features will you need to include when 
producing a newspaper front page?   
DISCUSS.

Create a checklist (success criteria) of features 
a newspaper normally has.



Looking at main features of 
newspaper reports.

 The Headline

 Structure – Orientation / A scene setting / opening / 

A recount of events as they occurred

 Quotation

 Picture / caption

 Language - Past tense / Chronological order

Doing / action clauses





The Headline

A headline is the first thing 

an audience see so 

must grab their 

attention.  

How could you change 

the following headlines 

to be more punchy and 

attention grabbing?  

 Dead ………..

 ……… found a dead 

body

 Crabby castle death 

deal….

(N.B.  Try to make use of 

alliteration or pun)

Examples_of_headlines.docx




Structure

 Orientation

 A scene setting opening 

 A recount of events as they occurred

 Quotation

 Photos and captions

 A closing statement reorientation

Recount.docx
Quotations.docx
Photos and captions.docx


Looking at quotes

Some newspaper reports use quotations from the people 
involved in the story. Quotations tell us what has been said and 
who said it. They can help to tell the story by giving the reader 
the opinions of the people involved.
How can these quotations make the report more interesting for 
the reader?
• "It was the scariest moment of my life!" the 28 year old 
home owner told us.
• "They're lucky to be alive!" said Sam Fenton, (35) Chief 
Fire Officer for Greater Manchester Fire Service.

Quotations are known as 'direct speech', because they report 
exactly what has been said by a person. Quotes are put inside 
speech marks " " . A quote is usually followed by a verb such as 
'said' and information about who said it.





Language

 Past tense

 Chronological order

 Doing / action clauses



Now you will write your article:

You are to imagine that you have been stranded on a 
desert island for several weeks with your 
classmates.  You are discovered and rescued and 
the news article details exactly what has happened:   

Remember;

 Follow the advice 

 Keep to the facts

 Remember the key questions:  Who?  What?  
When?  Where?  Why?  How?  



MODEL:      Rescue Article

1. Opening:

 Concerns were finally 

eased last night, 

when….

 British Airways are 

being blamed for the 

loss of…..

2. Explanation:

 The pupils from 

______ School were 

discovered…

 Evidence points to…



Article Continued…

3. More detail:

 Among the problems they encountered were….

 Pupils have complained about…

 Parents were distraught…

4. Interviews:

 One pupil told us ‘…….’

 Another said ‘……’

 The director of British Airways, ………, stated..

5. What will happen next:  

 Parents and pupils plan to…

 Headteacher of _____, Mr/Mrs_______, commented…

 Tomorrow….

 Police have asked that….



Orientation

 This introduces the story and should GRAB

our attention. It will set the scene and 

summarise the main points of the article. It is 

often only one sentence so you must make it 

a good one.

Back



Reorientation

 This ends the retelling of events. It brings us up 
to date.

 Because it is telling us what is happening NOW
it will move from the









TASK:  You will be writing the newspaper 
report on the death of Ophelia.

What features will you need to include when 
producing a newspaper front page?   


