‘Hamlet: A Shakespeare Story’ by Andrew Maitthews and Tony Ross
Published by Orchard Classics
Ages /-11

Reasons for selection and synopsis

A ghost, a tortured prnnce and an evil uncle come together in this
explosive story about revenge, family and madness.

The story opens on a frosty night, when the ghost of Hamlet's
father wvisits him. Many believe the late king was killed by a
poisonous snake bite. However, the spirt reveals to Hamlet that he
was murdered by his brother, Hamilet's uncle who now sits on the
throne, married to his mother. Told from Hamlet's point of view, this

Is an accessible re-telling of one of Shakespeare's most popular
fragedies.

You can watch a re-telling of the play here:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03f5ijr
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Week 2




Before reading...

Look carefully at the cast list, Draw lines to match the name of the
character to their role in the story,

Hamlet Daughter to Polonius

Gertrude “>450n to the former King, nephew to Claudius

N/

Horatio < Son to Polonius
Ophelia " Queen of Denmark and mother fo Hamle

Palonius X | Lord Chamberlain
“‘
Claudius nend to Hamlet
.
‘

Laertes ing of Denmark
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Task 3

“I am thy father's spirit,
Doom'd for a certain term to walk the night,
And for the day confined to fast in fires,
Till the foul crimes done in my days of nature

Are burnt and purged away....”
(Act |, Scene V)

Who is speaking?
Who might they be speaking to?
What is a spirit?

How do we know the spirit is tortured?
What might the ‘foul crimes’ be?
Find and copy a word that means the same as ‘to be rid of’ or ‘to remove’.

How might the spirit be freed?
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Hamilet

Shakespeare

Many years ago in Denrmark there was a prince called
Hamlet.

One day Hamlet's father, the king, dies suddenly and
Hamlet is very sod.

After this, Homlet's mother, Gertrude, gets married again very quickly. She marries her
husband's brother, Claudius, and Claudius is now the king!

‘Aargh! How could you do this to me!

One night Hamlet's friend, Horatio, tells him that there is a ghost in the castle. It is the
ghost of Hamlet's father!

‘Claudius killed me with poison! Hamlet, you must punish Claudius for me!

Hamlet is confused. He doesn't know if he believes the ghost and he doesn™t know what
to do.

Harmlet now acts very strangely. He is mean and angry, and he upsets his girffriend,
Ophelia.

‘Go away! Leave me alone!

‘Oh, he is so mean!

One day o group of actors come to the castle and Hamlet mokes a plan. He asks the
actors to change their play. The new play will show a king poisoned like Hamlet's

father.

‘With this play | will catch the king'
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When Claudius watches the play he looks very worried and runs away. Hamlet sees
him and he knows the truth.

Claudius is very worried about Hamlet now and makes a plan with Ophelia’s brother,
Laertes.

“You will fight him and we will put poison on the sword and in his drink too.”

Laertes and Hamiet fight. Laertes cuts Hamlet, but in the fight Hamlet takes Laertes’
sword and cuts him with it too!

‘Here, Hamlet, drink this.'

‘No, thank you, Mother. I'm not thirsty.'

‘No, don't!

‘It was him! He poisoned us all’’

Finally, Hamlet knows he must stop Claudius.
‘Aargh! Have this and this!

All the royal family are now poisoned and Hamlet tells his friend thot there must be a
new king.

‘Goodbye, my prince’

Listen to this story

wvaw. britishcouncil org/learnenglishkids
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L3 Wednesday I0th June, 2020.

LO: To retrieve and infer information

From a text.




I laughed then, long and hard, because

Horatio had unwittingly provided me
with an answer.

.A(,.-:“./;;_-.’"- ‘—~- l‘

Who could have more freedom than a
mad prince? If 1 pretended to be mad, 1
could say whatever I wished and scarch
tor the truth without arousing Claudius’s
Suspicion.
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And so my plan
took shape. |
wore nothing but
black. I wandered

through the castle,
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weeping and sighing,
sceking out shadowy
places to brood. If
anyone spoke to me, | answered with the
hirst wild nonsense thar came into my
head, and all the time | wartched
Claudius, looking for the slightest

sign of guilt. I curt myself
off from all friends —
except Horano: 1
told him everything,
for | knew he
was the only

one 1 could rrust.
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\ be Worst of all. I was tortured by doubt.
A rumour Zan

ro spread through What if Claudius were inn(m‘cnt.?‘\“k’hnt it |
the castle that grief had been deceived by an evil spirit?
had turned my wits. : Questions went spinning through my mind,
So far, my plan was like the stars spinning around the Earth.
a success, bur it 1s

Then one day, on a bleak afternoon,
onec thing to invent a

l ‘ ‘ ! alone in my room, | drew my dagger and
plan, and another thing to

carry it through. The strain of pretending, stared at it. The blade
of curting myself off from kindness and
good company, was almost too great to
bear. There were times when [ thought |
truly had gone mad, when 1 fele 1 could no
longer carry the burden of whart the ghost
had told me. If 1 avenged my father, my
mother’s new husband would be revealed
as a murderer, and her happiness would

be shartered: if 1 did not, my father’s soul
was doomed to ercrnal torment.

was sharp: if I used
it on myself, death
would come
qguickly, and all
my doubts and
worries would be
over — but what
then? Would 1

be sending my
soul into an ever,

Worse torey res
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| weighed the dagger in my hand,
balancing the fear of what I must do ro
avenge my father against the fear of what
might follow death. It seemed 1 lacked

both the courage to go on with my life,
and the courage to end it

Hearing a knock at my door, 1w
the daggcr and cauedout. wiﬂl"

A woman entered. It was Lady Ophelia,
her fair hair shining like a candle-flame,
her eyes filled with love and concern.

My heart lifted, then sank. Ophelia and
I had loved each other since we were
children. Before my father’s death, I had
been certain that she was the one 1 would

marry — but now everything had changed.
There was no room in my heart for love.




“Lord Hamler?"™
Ophchia said.
“My father asks
if vou will attend
the performance
of the R()}‘.ll

Plavers tonmight?”™

As soon as she mennoned her father, |
knew what was happening. Her farther was
Polonius, the Roval Chamberlain, a
meddling fool who loved gossip and secrets.
He had sent Ophelia to try and discover
why | was acting so strangely. Ophelia
would report everything 1 said ro Polonius,
and he would report it to Claudius. T was
wickenced: the castle of Elsinore was a place
Where brothers murdered brothers, wives
torgot their husbands, and fathers used
their daughters as spies.
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I laughed carelessly,
to hide the ache 1 felt
when 1 looked at
Ophelia’s beaurnful
face. “Tell Lord

Polonius thar I shall

be ar the play,”™ | said.
Ophelia turned her head,
and | saw a rear fall across her cheek.

“My lord,”™ she murmured, “why do you

never look ar me the
way you used to?
There was a time
when | believed
you loved me,
and wished us

o marry, bur
ROW you seem

SO COld... -
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Ta=sk 1-p 15 — 25
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Replace thhe vwornds
mrederlimned wifh syrmosyyrrmmss
Wolhat 1if T had been
decerved by o an vl sparii™
Can vouw fAnd an example of
A sitnmile o page 207

Wihat effect does it havwve?
The author describes
Hamlet s adea as "a
Flirmynmer” then "a =learn”
atrd FAnally @ "boarst of
lizhit” " AWhat does he mtmean
oy thisT . W
that FHamilet does om page
1& to comwvrirnyce people "=
s ut=Na N

Who enters the roome o
Epame 20 Wy

Harmlet warn=s (hyphelisa
mever o marry anyorme as
writves arnd buamsbands are
cheaters aryd Ti1ars. True o
false™

AW hat play does Hamilet
request the performers past

" b R

Task 1: -
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1.

wvWifhat evidenoe on there on
page 16 to suggest thhat
Horatio is a good friend to
Hamilet.

Wiy is Hamilet relieved at
the internmuption on page
197

Wihat might Hamilet be ol
thinking and fesling omn -
page 20 wihen Ophelia
enters. thhe rnoom™”

Wihat might Ophelia be
thinking and feesling as sh
runs from the room™

Wihy do ywowu think Hamilaet -
ashks for thhe actors. to -~
perform T he Murder of
onzago 7

Explain wihat 'grnef had
Turmed my wits" (pg 17)
means.

Can you explain to a
partmer why Hamlilet treats

COrphelia so b P
el VWA
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Task 2o

Fead o the end of pasge 21.

Cio ywou thimk COphelia reslly is a spy™ _:_-___r"'

Feasd o the Bottom of page 23.

Wihat do yvow think Ophslia will do mesxd’™

Wihat changes muaght Hamilet reque=st B2 mads to the paerformancs of "The Murdear

of Gonzago™™

Task 3

Look at page 17. Hamilet = unsurs abowt what o do.

Summars=s the arguments for and against carrying ocut the ghost's request in a

t=bia.

Hamlei should avengs his father

Hamilei should mof avenges his fathwer




vwvhen Hamil=et is holdimg the dagogesr and conts=mplatimg what to do,
e says:

“To e, or ot o be, that is ithe guesiion: Wheatither “fiis nobler im the
miind 1o suffer The shings and arrows of oubtrageous formuane, Or to
Ttake armms against a sea of troulbbkles Aand by opposimg end themm. To
die—io sleep ... To sleep, perchance to dreeam——-ay, there's the rul:
For in that sleaep of death wihat dreams may Ccormee_ ..~

Aact 1, Soenae 1)

wwork im groups o perfornm thies part of Haamlets soliloguy; perhaps
woul Ccould performm a lime each™?

viiiatch David Tennant's perfornmance of this speech here: hifps-rF
ey o bee . comSwwwaitcihhy ey =1TuS OIUusSsFBEhU







