‘Hamlet: A Shakespeare Story’ by Andrew Maitthews and Tony Ross
Published by Orchard Classics
Ages /-11

Reasons for selection and synopsis

A ghost, a tortured prnnce and an evil uncle come together in this
explosive story about revenge, family and madness.

The story opens on a frosty night, when the ghost of Hamlet's
father wvisits him. Many believe the late king was killed by a
poisonous snake bite. However, the spirt reveals to Hamlet that he
was murdered by his brother, Hamilet's uncle who now sits on the
throne, married to his mother. Told from Hamlet's point of view, this

Is an accessible re-telling of one of Shakespeare's most popular
fragedies.

You can watch a re-telling of the play here:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03f5ijr




Before reading...

Look carefully at the cast list, Draw lines to match the name of the
character to their role in the story,

Hamlet Daughter to Polonius

Gertrude “>450n to the former King, nephew to Claudius

N/

Horatio < Son to Polonius
Ophelia " Queen of Denmark and mother fo Hamle

Palonius X | Lord Chamberlain
“‘
Claudius nend to Hamlet
.
‘

Laertes ing of Denmark




Gaet |t

4
k),l,—f.

l‘...‘o - e ‘ L-'..

W= ¢& & Harlof'c Bl @

;O\S \...J..x...k...

N "-‘0 (L.&..




Learnengisn Kias

LearnEnglish Kids

Hamilet

Shakespeare

Many years ago in Denrmark there was a prince called
Hamlet.

One day Hamlet's father, the king, dies suddenly and
Hamlet is very sod.

After this, Homlet's mother, Gertrude, gets married again very quickly. She marries her
husband's brother, Claudius, and Claudius is now the king!

‘Aargh! How could you do this to me!

One night Hamlet's friend, Horatio, tells him that there is a ghost in the castle. It is the
ghost of Hamlet's father!

‘Claudius killed me with poison! Hamlet, you must punish Claudius for me!

Hamlet is confused. He doesn't know if he believes the ghost and he doesn™t know what
to do.

Harmlet now acts very strangely. He is mean and angry, and he upsets his girffriend,
Ophelia.

‘Go away! Leave me alone!

‘Oh, he is so mean!

One day o group of actors come to the castle and Hamlet mokes a plan. He asks the
actors to change their play. The new play will show a king poisoned like Hamlet's

father.

‘With this play | will catch the king'
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When Claudius watches the play he looks very worried and runs away. Hamlet sees
him and he knows the truth.

Claudius is very worried about Hamlet now and makes a plan with Ophelia’s brother,
Laertes.

“You will fight him and we will put poison on the sword and in his drink too.”

Laertes and Hamiet fight. Laertes cuts Hamlet, but in the fight Hamlet takes Laertes’
sword and cuts him with it too!

‘Here, Hamlet, drink this.'

‘No, thank you, Mother. I'm not thirsty.'

‘No, don't!

‘It was him! He poisoned us all’’

Finally, Hamlet knows he must stop Claudius.
‘Aargh! Have this and this!

All the royal family are now poisoned and Hamlet tells his friend thot there must be a
new king.

‘Goodbye, my prince’

Listen to this story
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L4 Thursday lith June, 2020.
LO: To infer, based on information

Ffrom a text.

Read p 26 - 30 then p 31 - 37




That evening, while the audience watched
the stage, I warched Claudius. At first he
showed little interest in the story,
preferring to whisper to my mother and
kiss her fingers in a way thart filled me

with loathing — but gradually the skill of
the players won his attention.

Ar the end of the hirst scene, exactly
according To my instructions, the actor
playing Duke Gonzago lay down as
though asleep and his nephew Lucianus —
played by the actor who resembled

Claudius — crept up on him and poured
poison into his ear.
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Even though the light in the hall was “No!™ Claudius cried out, springing to
could see the deathly pallor of . his feet. “Lights! Bring more lights!™

dim, 1 _
ace as he watched this scene. Bur all the rtorches in the world would

Claudius’s
His eves grew troubled, and he raised a

trembling hand rowards the stage.

| not light the darkness in his mind. His
| nerve failed and he hurried from the hall.
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Mother made to follow him, burt |
noppedhcru:haauu"umunt'a‘etay

me. | must go to the
Somed\mgcm
“And 1 know what,™ 1 told her. “I muse
talktoyomlwmcometoyoatm‘)mm
anmmbmmmmandm"
mmdmm

S 4*“
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‘she said.

Burt | underestimarted
Claudius’s cunning, and the
power he had over my
mother. When she ler me
into her room, there
was a coldness in her
CXpiesson and |
guessed that she had

been speaking to my
uncle. Before |

could say a .f;};}
>
word, she said. =
-

“Hamlet, you

.............




“You offended him the day you
abandoned your mourning robes in
exchange for a wedding gown,” I said.
“The day vou married a har and a

murderer!™
“1 won't listen!”™ Mother shouted. She

began to cover her ears with her hands

and 1 caught hold of her wrists to prevent
her — she had to hear

the truth. Morther
screamed in

=1 heard o vVOIce
from behind

the drawn
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alarm, and then

{ was certain it was Claudius — who else
would skulk and spy in my mother’s
bedroom? 1 drew my sword and plunged

it into the curtain, filled with fierce joy

that my father was avenged art last...




But it was the body of Lord Polonius
that tumbled into the room; I had killed

an Imnocent man.

: -., doing s theres ™
N Pk -,.:-:_:: m“ Said a vOiCe.
I turned and saw Claudius in (he

doorway, with two ¥

“Your madness has made you violent,

Hamlet. You must leave Denmark tonighr.
I shall send you to friends in England,
who will care for you until you are back

in your right mind. Guards. take the
Prince away!™




Neither my mother nor the guards saw
«mile thar flickered on his
it. I knew that

the mocking
lips, but as soon as I saw
Claudius intended me never o return

from England. 1 would be imprisoned,

and then secretly murdered.

While 1T had been trying to tupmy
uncle, he had been setting a trap for me,
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LY. To ndfer based on inforsmaotion from o bext

Task 1 p 26 - Z0

1% Forned &amd copy a wornd on page 27
that means the =same as ‘looks like .

23 Replace the words: im bold with
Zynoanymm=_ Ewven thowgh the light im
the hall was dim, | could see the
deathby pallor of Clauvdiuss face as

he watched the scene.

=) On page 30, Gerbrud e says, "Do
nal delay me!™ What does thiie mean™>

4} How could you use the word delay
im a semnmtence of yvour owvwn'™>

=) Sive o examples that shoasr
Claudiius was miabally uniniferested im
the play.

SiHHamil=t s=ay=s he will come to his
moaihers room i two hhouwurs. Trae ar
fal=se~

Task 1:
1F What mght Claovdius e thimkimg

arnd feseling when Lucianus pours
poison n his uncle’s ear on page 27 7

2 Why does Claudiuos call out, "Brimg
rmore lighti=s1" on page 297

3 What might Gerimude by thiinking
and feseling as Claodius runs from the
hallF

4y Hamilet s=ay=_, “The play's the thing
Wiherin | catch the conscience of the

Fing.™ (At Il, Scene 1)

What doe=s he mean™ ook at pages
2o amd 27 .

=} Explain howr the perfformance om
Sstage is rmuirronng the events that led
to the death of Hambet's father.

Look at page 30.

5) Why doesn™t Hamilet =N hi= mother
what i=s wrorng? YWhy wait an hour’?
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Task 2 I

.‘l‘l—"
e
Fead o the and of pags 29. -‘.
[ e -
Wilhat do youw think Claudius wall do next? T
'-.-

Wilhere might b= b= goimg™™ Fead o the end of pags 30.
WVihat mighi happen next whan Hamilet meets with his mother”

Hows muight the story hawve changed f Claedius had mof nun out of the hall and
insisad remmamed watching the parfformance7

Task 3

Compare and combrast Claudius’'s behaviour at the beginnng of the play with his
ocehasviour on page Z8.

Ssummanss in thiree senfences what happens durimg the play in ths hall.



L To nder based on informmation from o text.

Task 1: p 31 - F+F

1) Find and copy a word on page 32
that means the =ame as sitop”.

27 Replace the word=s im bold with
Zynonyms=: | wa=s certain it was
Claudius — who el=s=e would skulk and
S=py im my mothers bedroom 7

=) Why does Gertrnude screarn in
Z2larmm on page 327

4% Hamilet accidentally kills Laertses_
wiho is hidimg behind his mother’'s
edroom curtaim. Trae or false™”

=) Hamilet i= sent to Emngland by
Claudius. Trnue or false'd

Task 1: j ’ __f

1) Read up to page 31. How has
Serirmnuds offended Hamilet's dead
Tather~

2 What might Gerbrude e thinking
and feeling when Hambet tells her =she
has mameaed a murderer?

=) What does the verb 'groaned” imply
about Hamiet i=s fesling on page 347

4} What might Clauvdiu=s be thimkimg

arnd feeling when he enters the room
on page 3477

=) Do yvou think that Hamlet's mother

iI= rght when she says, “You hawve

deeply offended ywour royal
=iepfather™ Explain.

&) Explan what the author means: by
a mumphamnt light glinted in his
eyes' [(pg 343).

7)) Explain why Claodius has a

‘mocking smike’ on his lips on page 36.
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Task 2-

Head fto the Bottom of page 22,
Wi'ho do ywouw think = behmnd the curtamnms™

Head fto fthe aend of pag=s 234

Wi'hat do yow think wwill bEappeaen tc Hamilet>
Fead to thwe end of pasge 37.

Do wiou thimk Hamilet wall escaps™

Task 3:-

Summans=ss=

Fe-wnit= thess ewvants im the comact order:

- Claudius anters the room and banishss Hamilet to Enaland.

- He saccu=sses her husbamd of murder amnd e grabs her wrists 1o forc= her to
listemn.

= Hamilet hears a woice behind tha cwrtam and = convinced it is Claudius spyimg
ory hirm.

- Hamlet go=ss to spaak o his moather im her bedroom.

- He plunge=s his sword imtc the curtainm but Kills Polonms.







