
Summer 2
Week 11 - 12
Lessons 7 - 8



Recap:  
HOW do you think living things evolve?  
Why do you think ADAPTATION happened? 



Summer 2
Week 11 - 12

Lessons 7

L.O:  To understand why living things are classified into 
groups scientifically. 



What is Classification?

•the arrangement of animals and plants in taxonomic groups 

according to their observed similarities (including at least kingdom

and phylum in animals, division in plants, and class, order, 

family, genus, and species).

•"the classification of the platypus was one of the critical issues of 

the 1830s”  WHY DO YOU THINK THIS WAS SO?
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Carl Linnaeus (Carl von Linné) Who was he?  Why was his work in science important?

http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/history/images/linnaeus.jpg
http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/history/images/linnaeus.jpg




Carl Linnaeus (Carl von Linné)

Born 23 May 1707

Died 10 January 1778 (aged 70)

Resting place Uppsala Cathedral,  Sweden.

Residence Sweden

Nationality Swedish

Fields Botany / Biology / Zoology

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoology


Carl Linnaeus
Film about Carl Linnaeus:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gb_IO-SzLgk

Task 1: watch video and make 
notes about Carl Linnaeus ready 
for Task 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gb_IO-SzLgk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gb_IO-SzLgk




Watercolour illustration by Georg Ehret, of Carl Linnaeus's classification system for plants, from Systema Naturae (1736 

See more at: http://www.nhm.ac.uk/our-science/departments-and-staff/library-and-archives/collections/linnaean-
collection.html#sthash.JxktQnK9.dpuf





Main kingdoms for 
classification

These are the main 
‘kingdoms’ used for 
classification.



Classification results in us being able to group most 
things, even language!



Task 2

Use the notes that you 
took to create a non-
chronological report 
about Linnaeus. 
How will you structure it?
What information will it need? 
What sub-headings will you use?



Plenary:  Did you know?  Fun facts 

A species is usually defined as individuals that can reproduce 
(have children). 

Pears, peaches and apricots are a member of the rose family.
Peanuts aren’t nuts at all, but a bean.

On average, 1g of soil contains 40 million bacteria.

A prairie dog is not a dog at all – it is a type of squirrel, which 
is a type of rodent. It’s all in the classification!



The 
classification 
system has been 
adapted from its 
original form 
and used by 
many other 
scientists over 
time.
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Lessons 8

L.O:  To understand how living things can be 
classified into groups scientifically. 

L.O:   To observe similarities and differences 
and use them to classify living things



What is Classification?

•the arrangement of animals and plants in taxonomic groups 

according to their observed similarities (including at least kingdom

and phylum in animals, division in plants, and class, order, 

family, genus, and species).

•"the classification of the platypus was one of the critical issues of 

the 1830s”  WHY DO YOU THINK THIS WAS SO?
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Carl Linnaeus (Carl von Linné) Who was he?  Why was his work in science important?

http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/history/images/linnaeus.jpg
http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/history/images/linnaeus.jpg


When classifying, 
things can initially 

be classified 
(grouped) as 

animals, plants 
and fungi, 
Protista, 

eubacteria and 
archaebacteria, 
after which they 
can be further 

divided…

Animals Plants Minerals



Main kingdoms for 
classification

These are the main 
‘kingdoms’ used for 
classification.



Classification:

There are two main kingdoms and that the animal kingdom can be 
subdivided into vertebrates and invertebrates 

KINGDOM

Vertebrates Invertebrates



























Carl Linnaeus - classification

Classification For kids:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qj59XXMFjBI

Film about Carl Linnaeus:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gb_IO-SzLgk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gb_IO-SzLgk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gb_IO-SzLgk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gb_IO-SzLgk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gb_IO-SzLgk


Task 1

What features make a plant different 
from an animal? Share ideas.

What could these items be classified as 
and why?

Cut the pictures and stick into your book 
under the correct heading.

Animal Vegetable Mineral



How could 
we group 
these 
creatures?

Group 
activity



Animalia

Insects

Mammals

Vertebrates

Invertebrates

What else?
What terms could we use?



Task 1 ANSWERS

What features make a plant different 
from an animal? Share ideas.

What could these items be classified as 
and why?

Cut the pictures and stick into your book 
under the correct heading.

Animal Vegetable Mineral

Dugong Venus Flytrap 

(Dionaea 

muscipula)

stalactites

Fish



What could you tell me?  
Answer the questions into your book.

1. Name three features of a plant which make it different to an animal.

2. What three pieces of advice would you give to a Year 4 pupil about how to 
collect bugs?

3. Give two reason why microbes are seen as good and two reasons why they 
might be seen as bad.

4. What might cause a sandwich to go mouldy?

5. Why are fungi not like plants or animals? Name two differences.

6. What are the five kingdoms of classification?

7. What are two facts that you have discovered about Carl Linnaeus?

8. Why do you think that the work of Carl Linnaeus is so important?

Task 2:
Classification – Test



ANSWERS


