R.E. NEWSLETTER for PARENTS and CARERS
March 2021
"Jesus said: I am the resurrection. Anyone who believes in me, even though that person dies,
will live,"
John 11:25

Dear Parents /Carers
We begin this month, by celebrating our school’s feast day and reflecting on our role model—
St Chad. In school we celebrated with a special Liturgy lead by Year 4.
The focus this month will be on Lent, with the children being given the opportunity to grow
closer to God, during this important season. This year at St Chad’s, there is a special focus on
prayer and its importance in helping us to know God better and to be better Christians to the
people around us and in our world. There will be many opportunities for the children to prepare
their hearts for the coming celebration of Easter.
Mrs Mitchener

Pope Francis’ Prayer Request
for March
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Let us pray that we may
experience the sacrament of
reconciliation with renewed
depth, to taste the infinite
mercy of God.

Throughout Lent, the children have been thinking
about how they can prepare for Easter and how they
can use the time to grow spiritually. The Lenten
Prayer Pots have remained in each Year group, as a
focus for prayer and awareness
of the needs of others. Each
class has had a specific prayer
focus, which helps them consider
more carefully the message of
Catholic Social Justice, particularly solidarity with all peoples,
especially the most vulnerable
and care for God’s creation.

Year 4 celebrated St Chad’s feast day by leading the school in a
Liturgy to think about how we can be like St Chad and follow in
his ways by showing Gospel values.

The whole school, went to Mass by joining
virtually, with the parishioners at St Chad’s
Church.
Fr Ambrose gave us a lovely welcome to the
Mass on our special Feast day.

Mrs Gallagher

St Andrew’s class, in Year 5, led the St Patrick’s
day celebrations, with a lovely Liturgy.
During the Liturgy they focused on St Patrick’s
total trust in God and his explanation of the
Trinity, using the shamrock.
All the children in the school then, completed
work, using a shamrock, to explain their
understanding of God the Father, God the son
and God the Holy Spirit.
Mrs Gant

On Friday 12th March Reception led a Mother’s Day liturgy for the whole school. We were
very excited about leading our first liturgy and we worked very hard to learn our parts. We
talked about why we love our mummies. Here is the special song we sang to our mummies:
"My mum is so great, so kind and delightful, There's nothing that she cannot do!
I love her, She loves me, We're a happy family.
My mum is so great, so kind and delightful, There's nothing that she cannot do!"
Then we thought about Our Mother Mary
and how we can always pray to her when
we are worried.
We hope you had a wonderful Mother’s
Day!
Miss Roberts

St Elizabeth class, in Year 1, led the school in celebrating the Feast
day of St Joseph, the foster-father and guardian of Jesus.
They shared with us that scripture describes him:

As a just man; who was innocent and pure.
As a gentle and tender man, one worthy to be named the father of Jesus;
And above all, as a faithful and obedient man, quick to do God’s work.
The Pope
has
declared
that this
Year is the Year of

St Joseph, a time to
be like St Joseph, a
quiet and humble, yet
vital servant of God.

During March, every child at St Chad’s school has
designed and made one piece of a patchwork display,
based on the theme of ‘The Community of St Chad’s
School’. The children were then given the opportunity to
‘sew’ their square to the display, as a symbolic act of
knitting our special community back together, after the
long lockdown absence from school.
It has been wonderful looking at each Year groups
display and identifying the shared
values we have and the importance of
our faith at St Chad’s.

A big thank you and well done to Mrs Mooney, Mrs
Mitchener and Mrs Davern, who have worked really hard
to provide an extra treat for many families this Easter
Season. Mrs Mooney was successful in obtaining support
from Croydon Council, to put together 83 Easter bags,
which included food, Easter craft, a reading book and
sporting equipment.
We are very fortunate to have such caring staff at St
Chad’s, who are always working to support those around
them.

Special Times This Month
March
1st St David's Feast day
2nd St Chad’s Feast day
14th Mothering Sunday
17th St Patrick’s Feast day
19th St Joseph’s Feast day
25th The Annunciation
28th Palm Sunday

On a beautiful sunny day, Year 2 led the
school in our Palm Sunday celebration. Every
child in the school made palms to wave, as
Year 2 told us about Jesus’ triumphal entry
into Jerusalem, as our king and saviour.
It was magnificent to see the whole school
back together for the first time,
participating in this special reminder of the
welcoming of Jesus into our hearts and of our
willingness to follow him.

On Thursday, Year 5 led the school in reflecting on

the journey Jesus took to Calvary. Through prayers
and readings, they shared the importance of
this solemn feast and the wonderful message
of how Jesus made this journey, to die for
each of us with unspeakable love.
Mrs Gant

Masses at St Chad’s:
From now on it will be necessary to book a place for Sunday Masses.
The booking system will begin for masses this coming weekend
27/28th March . After this weekend, it will be possible to book for the Holy Week services ie:
- Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:30 pm 1st April
- Liturgy of the Passion 3pm on Good Friday
-Easter Vigil mass 7:30 pm on 3rd April
And all the usual Sunday masses on Easter Sunday .
Please visit St Chad’s parish website, where there will be a link to the booking system.
This new booking system will continue for all weekend masses after Easter, until further
notice.
Children’s Stations of the Cross:
This will take place at 10:30 am on Good Friday 2nd April. Booking for this is not necessary.

Fr Bartholomew leaving gift from the children of the parish:
From this weekend, pouches with instructions on how to create a picture memory for Fr

Bartholomew will be available at the church. All instructions will be inside the pouch and
pictures and pouches should be returned to the church porch ASAP and placed in the box
labelled :Returned pictures for Fr Bartholomew.
If you are mainly watching mass online at the moment, you will still need to go to the
church to collect a pouch and return it. The church is open a lot, especially during Holy
Week. Please help your children to create something beautiful for
Father.
His leaving celebration has now been moved to August 15th
because of Covid restrictions.

