R.E. NEWSLETTER for PARENTS and CARERS
S November 2021

“Pray, hope, and don’t worry. Worry is useless. God is merciful and will hear your

prayer.” St. Padre Pio

Dear Parents and Carers

November has been a very busy month in the catholic life of our school. We have continue to work
at developing your children’s awareness of their role in the future of our world and the very special
part they will have to play in protecting God’s wonderful creation and those living on it. We have
celebrated many class saint liturgies and have continued to develop opportunities for the children to
speak to God through prayer. From our very youngest, to our Year 6 children we have been focusing
on how we treat each other and how we see God in everyone we meet, treating them with kindness
and respect. We have established a rota for weekly mass at St Chad’s Church and are working closely
with Fr Ambrose to ensure that our school and parish are supporting the development of our
children. Year 6 have even had tea and cake with Fr Ambrose at the Presbytery - which they enjoyed
greatly!

God Bless Mvrs Mitchener

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS - LOVING SUGGESTIONS FOR HOME
{157 November — 17" December) ACTIVITIES

Early Years  BIRTHDAY - Looking forward to Jesus’ birthday Discuss with the children how
Year 1 WAITING - Advent: a time to look forward to Christmas your family welcomes visitors to
Year 2 PREPARATIONS - Advent: preparing to celebrate your home.

Find out about some Christian

o . symbols for Advent e.g. Advent
Year 3 VISITORS - waiting for the coming of lesus v 8
wreath, calendar, Jesse tree.

Year 4 GIFT - God’s gift of love and friendship in Jesus Use the CAEOD or Missio websites

Year 5 HOPE - Advent: waiting in the joyful hope for Jesus, the to get a religious gt AL W
promised one

Year 6 EXPECTATIONS - Jesus born to show God to the world

Christmas

ﬁpe Francis Prayer Request for \ / Act of Hope
November Y, T )
M My God,
People Who Suffer from Depression W@WD | put my hope in you,
because | am sure of your promises.

We pray that people who &W Deliver us Lord from every evil

D eacly @l@v}u’ﬁ and grant us peace in our day
burn-out will find support P it e
y s as we wait in joyful hope

and a light that opens them T P . . .
up to life. or the coming of Our Saviour

_ A
Grow in Love, Live in Peace




/ Remembrance Assembly

On Thursday 11th November, Year 6 led a special
assembly, which reminded the school of the
importance of remembering those who have suffered
or died as a consequence of conflict. We remembered
those who gave their lives to ensure we can live in
freedom and peace today.

We have a Mission

As part of our awareness of how we should be Christs hands,
feet and voice on earth, we know that we have to live a life of
service to others. We recognise that this is important, be-
cause it is part of our mission to carry out and continue the
work of Jesus Christ, to help to build a world of justice, peace
and love. The children learn that Gospel values need to be
lived out, which means helping people in need.

As Year 6 are currently studying World War 1, ‘Fallen
Fields’, they decided that they could recognise the
sacrifice made by service people, to secure their right to
live in peace and freedom. Therefore
on Thursday 11th November, they
baked biscuits and cakes to sell after
school, on the playground.

Together they raise £204.00, to
support those who need our help.

A big thank you to all the Year 6 parents who contributed to making this successful and
to all the families who supported the children by purchasing the cakes.




Advent Breakfast

We will be hosting our annual Advent Breakfast on Wednesday 8th December, between 8:15

and 8:45, in the school hall. This is a lovely tradition, which allows you to sit and eat break-

fast together with your children, before they begin the school day and provides us, working in
partnership, the opportunity to raise funds for those in need.

The CAFOD Club children have asked that the money raised this year goes to purchasing
‘World Gifts’ for people in vulnerable situations this Christmas season.

We will be providing bacon rolls, croissants, brioche rolls, toast and cereal,

along with tea/coffee or juice.

The hall will be decorated with your children’s festive displays, to make it
extra special.

Please be reassured, that due to Covid precautions, the tables will be

DdCed O dil( e OO0 \ emalin open

We have been talking to the children about Pope Francis’ letter ‘Laudato

Si’, which encourages all people in the world to live simply, so that we do
not use more than our fair share of the world resource. We are encouraging the children to
recognise the need to protect God creation and to ‘Live wisely, think deeply and Love gener-
ously’ (Pope Francis).

With this in mind, we are suggesting that the children do not bring in individual Christmas
cards for their whole class this year, instead there will be one large card in each class, where all
the children can write their Christmas wishes to each other.

This is only a suggestion, so if your son/daughter really wants to bring in cards, then they can
continue to do so.

Like Pope Francis, we hope that we can work together to create a better
world for future generations, by making the necessary changes in our lives in

order to take care of, respect and value our ‘common home’.




'ONE_KIND WORD

Anti-bullying Week 2021

CAFOD Club led Anti-bulling Week this year ( 15th— 19th November),
by reminding the children of the power of kindness and the affect
kind words can have on those to whom they are spoken. The chil-
dren shared the knowledge that little acts of consideration can break
down barriers and brighten the lives of the people around them and that one kind word leads to
another. Kindness fuels kindness.

As one kind word can provide a moment of hope, the children then
recorded their kind words and displayed them around the school. The
Year 3/4 corridor, looks particularly beautiful, with kindness butterflies,
displaying the kind words. In Upper KS2 the children wrote their kind
word/act on a strip of blue paper, which were then joined together in a
paper chain, demonstrating how one act of kindness, can lead to more.

Thank you to Mrs Gallagher and the CAFOD Club for leading the school
in this important message.

St Elizabeth Class Liturgy

St Elizabeth class celebrated their feast day at the beginning of the month, with a lovely class
liturgy. Lots of parents were there to share in the celebration, and the end of the liturgy, two
children gave out small candles, whilst another child told the
parents that Elizabeth meant 'worshipper of God' and asked
them to 'as you light the candle think about how you can be

like St Elizabeth and shine like the light of Christ' . Thank you

to Mrs Campbell for leading this liturgy.




/ St Cegcilia’s Feast Day Liturgy

On Monday 22nd November St Cecilia’s class celebrated

their saints Feast Day. In their class liturgy they reflected “Arise, soldiers of Christ,

on the message which Saint Cecilia gave to us about being throw away the works ofda-rknefs
soldiers of Christ, by defending our faith and spreading the and put on the armour of light.
love and word of God to all.

St Cecilia
Thank you to all the parents who were able to attend this
class liturgy and to Mrs Gant for supporting the children in
planning this. . i
Your talent is Gods “ )
gift to you God 560@5 us our talents
. not Lo put our names i
What you do with it is lights, but” to br(
your gift bacK to God light” into the L;geig, 0
- <l others. { /1?;/:()

Living Our Mission

My Personal Mission Statement

Recently, Year 6 have been considering how
they can serve as a witness to Our Lord Jesus It is my mission to live a life of hope, compassion
Christ and to the Catholic faith, by recognising and justice.

that they to can live a Christian Mission. They Where our world has enough resources for genera-
each wrote their personal mission statement, tions beyond me,

based on the gifts, virtues and qualities they
have been given by God. They are now going
to work hard to find ways in which they can
put their desires and beliefs into practice.

Where trees can grow and flowers can blossom, and
fresh air can be breathed in, by all.

| want to live where children know that God is their
Please support your children in their missions. friend.

Where people feel welcome in their community and

My Personal Mission Statement where all are appreciated for their hard work.

Where gifts are of pure kindness.

It is my mission to life a life of love,
| will use generosity, of my words and actions to

gentleness and compassion.
make this happen,

To look out for others who are vulnerable in the . .
And will help all to feel my compassion.

world and those who suffer most in other places.
To love others, as | would want to be loved,

\ 5 50 Eo1 fn cvambed So people feel fairly treated and judge equally,

and to be a steward of God’s wonderful world. | will be a peacemaker and make only fair decisions. J

Daniel Year 6 Mathias Year 6

~— _“




Gospel Value - Hope

Hope, resilience, perseverance

"Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh." (24:52)

For the next six weeks we will be focussing on the Gospel Value of Hope.

We will be looking at the Christian understanding of Hope, and will be linking it will our
lives and the liturgical season of Advent, when we wait in hope for the coming of our
Messiah.

The Christian hope is hope in God, in Jesus Christ. It is to know that God is faithful, that
He will complete what He has begun. It is also, there-
fore, a confidence and trust, which waits patiently for
God's purposes to be fulfilled.

We will be sharing with the children, that a way to have

hope in our hearts is to bring hope to the lives of others—
the share hope and to build hope.

God created us to be blessings to one another.

Nursery

We have been learning about Baptism. After watching a
video we role played what happens at the church to welcome
someone into God's family. Father Nathan baptised "Baby
Mary" with Leah and Ryeden as her parents. Sarah and Elain
promised to teach her about God's love as her God parents.
Later on the children were able to baptise their own babies in
the water tray.

Mrs Flavin




Christ the King

On Monday 22nd November Year 3 led a liturgy for the Feast of Christ the King. They
reminded us that Christ’s kingship is one of humility and service.

Jesus said: ‘ whoever wishes to become great among
you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first
among you will be the servant of all. For the Son of
man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life for the ransom for many...” Mark 10: 42-45

o SJesus said:
Heie Jam among vou
\“as one who S¢S,

-

e I= 2227

An Orelination

As part of our Vocation and Commitment topic, we learnt about the

sacrament of Ordination. After watching a video on parts of an
ordination, we acted it out. Obinna and Andrew, made excellent
priests and Daniel, a wonderful Archbishop. The children really
enjoyed learning about the parts of the service and symbolism of the
actions, words and objects.

Lets hope that one day

we will have a priest
from St Chads school!




Spiritual Survey Results

Thank you to all those 117 parents, who returned their Parental survey and for all the lovely comments
you included on them. Below you will find the results.

The percentages look very encouraging, especially when Strongly agree and Agree are combined.

| think that it is important to mention that several parents referred to Covid restrictions for the reason
they felt, they were not welcomed to the Catholic life of the school’. Now that Class Liturgies have begun
again, and the nativity season is upon us, | hope that families will feel more welcomed to share in the
Catholic life of the school.

Fr Ambrose and | are also working closely on developing school and parish links, and we have now begun
a weekly Friday Mass rota for Year 2-6. Please feel welcomed to join us at 9:30 Mass at St Chad’s Church,

each Friday. Fr is also meeting with each class for a ‘getting to know you session” and he has been very
generous with his time.

Results of the Spirituality Survey October 2021

Strongly Agree Neither | Disagree | Disagree Strongly
Agree Strongly AAggrrZZ/
Combined

The school offers a distinctly Catholic 64% 33% 2% 0% 0% 98%
education
The staff care effectively for the children 62% 36% 2% 0% 0% 98%
Parents are kept well informed about 55% 40% 4% 0% 0% 96%
religious education and worship
Parents are welcomed to events in the 52% 38% 9% 1% 0% 90%
schools’ ‘Catholic Life’
There are good opportunities for the 44% 48% 8% 0% 0% 92%
children to serve others
There are good links between the school and 46% 40% 13% 1% 0% 86%
nearby parishes
The children gain a clear sense of right and 55% 44% 1% 0% 0% 99%
wrong
The children build up good personal 55% 44% 1% 0% 0% 99%
relationships
The children show responsible attitudes 52% 45% 3% 0% 0% 97%
towards society
The children develop well in their spiritual 53% 45% 2% 0% 0% 98%
life
The children make good progress in religious 62% 36% 2% 0% 0% 98%
education




1599501 0N Ajueyd bay ynrbiouaylabojuoissiw igap, TINL AMS ‘Uopuc ‘alenbg wojsa|na3 £7F Yayjabo) uoissiy
‘ajsgam Jayjaba) uoissiy ayj jo abed Juaspy ayj woly aaly 1oy [|E pROJUMDQ]
"5|0JBD 10 ‘S21|qLIAsSE ‘SAIJAIJIE 0] Ja)aJ sYsua)sy “siadesd jeaibunyl bulAuedwoade no w punoy sainjduas pabpuge o] siajal | [ogwis 53017

Ja 1o, uoiEssiy @

"3J0W 3IBYS
sn djay o3 pog
¥sy "Aepojjes )
03 pooj ybnoua
aney J0U [)IM =
oYM U2IP[IY3

1oy Jadeid e Aeg

julog si snsar
j@d10fay

“uEaL
Aayg jeym
INOGE YUIYF PUE SPIOM
ayj 03 AjInyated uaisn
* PlOM 2y} 03 Aop

buis sseja2 e sy

€T

waly

djay o} shem
pul o3 sn

10} pue “ajes
wayy daay o)
po9 Y5y "2WoY ou 3ARY
oym uaspiya Joy Aeiq

‘ueaw A3yl JEYM
BUOBLIOS ||3] "SPJOM
U} Jnoge yuiy | josea
ajunoaey Jnoh buig

IC

LInogubiau
LT ETEY]
Apapla

uE J0y pJED
SELUISLIYD
|e1zads g ayew ‘Aepoy
b1 uanpy ue ag

91

+BIBYS 0]
noA uanb sey pog syib
213 noge yuiyj pue
UDIRI0ISP PLIOM 23U
0§ i B el

ST

“AJJuUnog
layjoue
Ul pajeigajaa sl

SELWISLIYTY) MOY N0 pul4

0C =

SEWSLYD
Jojasedaid oy
‘AEpo] awoy

12 dj2y o} Aem B pui4

61

+5F-6E7 T

LSBWSLIYD
HENT R ETEEET]
SJOJSIA SYELW NOA UED
MOH "YI=2qezi|3 sHsA
Alep Yjadson s ABpo] Ul
WaApy Jo ABpuns Uiy

“Ae)d 03 wayg apaul
PUB pES 5| OUM 3UOSLUOS
1oj no yoo| SAepo)
b1 Juanpy ue ag

9

ajdind

j0u pue

yuid 5| Juanpy

40 Aepung puiyy ayy 1oy
2|puea ayj Aym no pui4

Cl

+BU-H°E yeueydaz _

LH2aM S

Aol s pog aueys

M UEd moH “buipeal 1541
s Aep0o} Ul Aol 5,pog) saleys
yeweydaz yaydosd ay |
JUSApY JO ABpUNS pJE

Il

S|ELS)EW
paafaal
35N “UeI NoA §|
QU SEWISUYD
B 2B JO MBI

)

e

“ueaw Aauyy
JEYM JNOQEe YU} pue
SpJom ayj o3 Ajnjalea
Ua1s17 LWEJUNOW aYy) U
M 1aL 05 ‘buis sse|2 B SY

6

‘sueaw

._m:cmEE_.
aweu ayj .7‘ i
JEYM JNO pul4 .

- |aNUBLWIW|, pa|jea
Py e 3oadxa o} sn
Plo} yeles] jaydosd ay|

\..
(s,

saunziemur 0y
Buial uaJp)iya Joy Aepoy
Jaiead Jayjebo] uoissiy
ayy Aeg “siaping aoead
buiaq Ag snsar jo bunwoa
ayy o) asedasd ued ap

L

= HBEM SIY

|00Y25 Ul Jayew-aead
g 20 uea noA moy
1NOge YUY} pue Weys
Jaded 21834 B 3YEW

9

sédood ayy
03 adoy
bunug

0} op ay
PIP JBYM "SBJOYIIN 15
403523} 3y 51 Aepol

S

+3-1;E ]

isnsar oy asedaud

8M UED MOH “snsaf

Joy asedaud o 2jdoad

2y} pjo3 1sndeg auj wyor
‘Buipeay |adsog s, AEpO U|
JUSAPY 10 ABpUnS pug

v W
WS "J3ASI0) PUB MON
"an0| 5,p0og Jo azead ay)
ul aal| pue diyspualty
2UBYS ‘IA0| 2JBYS ‘PlIOM
U U uaJpliya [|e Ay
wadeld Jayjabo]
uoIssiy 2y} Aeg

L [FARI] Y
pIp Moy pue | 1
2Jaym ‘snsaf

30 Jybyj ay3 aseys

0} JBIAEY SIIUB 35

}O 1583} 24} 51 ABPD)

C

snsar
‘PlOM ‘Jyb|
‘adoy ‘Jem ‘asiwond
‘POL) SPIOM 3]
apnjaul 03 A1 "waod Jo
Jadesd JUanpy UB 33

L

+ AEpO] SJaY0
Joy Jyby e aq
uea noA shem
10 yquy) by 5350y
J0 JOQWAS B 2J2 53|puBd
S,UIBaiM JUSAPY UY

0<

QIR
SpJom 3y}
1EYM INOGE AjjnjaJea
WUy} pue g 'buniem

BJE 3 |0JET) JUBAPY
INO UJed| ‘SSE|2 B Sy

6C

» SINED|
uaalbiana
J0 SpEW
PUE pUno
ale Aayj Aym jno pui4
"SEWISIY D Joy asedasd
sn d|ay syjeaum Juaapy

8C

+9l-FIEE YyRwassr
ibuipeads 3541

s,AEpO] U JO sYEads
yelwasar jaydosd ayg
asiwaold ayl sl Ieym
JuaApy Jo ABpUns 15|

Repanies

Aepiy

fepsiny

Aepsaupay

Kepsan|

Repuoy|

fepung

olssIL

1202 JEpUS|ED JUBAPY 43

19b0] UoISSIN




