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Dear parents and carers,

This year the Mayor of London introduced his Emergency Free School Meals for all primary aged children in the capital.  This means that until July 2024 all children in primary school will receive a free school lunch.  At that point the free meals for all children will end.

The Mayor’s meals are separate from the existing Free School Meals scheme, which is available to children who are eligible because their parents or carers were receiving benefits.

It is very important that you don’t delay your application for Free School Meals, even while your child is receiving a lunch under the Mayor’s scheme.

This is because:
· Applying in good time will mean you can avoid any delay in getting Free School Meals once the Mayor’s meals end next year.   
· Only children who are registered as receiving benefits-related Free School Meals are entitled to attend Holiday Activity Fund clubs during the school holidays.  If you haven’t applied in good time your child might miss out on a place.
· Only by being registered for Benefits Related free school can families claim Supermarket Vouchers for support during School Holidays through the Household support Fund.  If your child is not registered you will not be able to claim your vouchers.
· Schools receive funding based on the number of children receiving benefits-related Free School Meals, and by applying now you can help make sure your child’s school doesn’t lose money.
Don’t worry if you are not sure whether or not you are entitled to benefits-related Free School Meals please contact the school office and request a Free School Meals form, once completed return to the school office for an eligibility check.
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If you are struggling with other costs you may be able to apply to the Household Support Fund.  Please visit https://www.croydon.gov.uk/hsf for more information.






Mrs Isobel Vassallo
Executive Headteacher
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St Chad's Catholic Primary School is a charitable company
limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales

Company Number: 10037192.  Registered Office: Alverston Gardens, London, SE25 6LR




