
 

 22nd March 2024 

Dear Parents, 

Thanks you to all those parents who attended their Parents Evening slots this week, it was, 

as always, good to see you. Parents Evenings are vitally important as they are an excellent 

way to keep you updated on the progress your child has made. If you did not make your 

slot or did not make an appointment, please can you contact the school to meet with your 

child’s class teacher. 

Next Wednesday the whole school is taking part in the Big Lent Walk. The children need to 

come to school  dressed in purple or green, or both and bring in £1 to donate to the 

CAFOD appeal to fight global poverty.  

God bless,  

Mrs Vassallo and Staff 

Year 5 visited the National Portrait Gallery this 

week where they took part in a ‘Migration     

Stories’ workshop. They spent time investigating 

a diverse range of people and their portraits to 

learn about their experiences, achievements and 

their impact on our lives today. As they will be 

learning about the Tudors next term, they also 

spent time in the Tudors Gallery and recreated 

some of the iconic portraits.   

Yr5 National Portrait Gallery 



 

 

Neurodiversity Awareness Week 2024 

Palm Sunday 

Next week is Neurodiversity Awareness 

Week,  a week in which we celebrate those 

who may learn, think or behave differently 

than what is considered ‘typical’.  Nessy has 

produced this useful resource pack with     

information on dyslexia, dyscalculia, ADHD 

and autism which you we have sent to you 

with this newsletter. 

 

This week in reception we have been busy        
creating postcards for our mummies and daddies. 
We have been learning about postal workers as 
part of our topic on 'People who help us’. Today 
we were very excited to walk to a local post box 
to post them ourselves. Keep an eye out for the 

post, a postcard will be delivered to you very 
soon! 

 

 

Palm Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of Holy Week, 
and commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, 
days before he was crucified. 

In the Gospels, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a young donkey, and 
to the lavish praise of the townspeople who threw palms in front of 
him as a sign of homage. This was a customary practice for people of 
great respect. 

Palm branches are widely recognized symbol of peace and victory, 
hence their preferred use on Palm Sunday. 

The use of a donkey instead of a horse is highly symbolic, it repre-
sents the humble arrival of someone in peace, as opposed to arriving 
on a steed in war. 

During Palm Sunday Mass, palms are distributed to parishioners who 
carry them in a ritual procession into church.  



Online Safety 
Please follow the link below to find online safety advice and information guides regarding keeping chil-
dren safe when online, gaming, screen time, digital resilience and cyberbullying. 
A gentle reminder: to access social media platforms, including WhatsApp and You Tube, the minimum 
age is at least 13 years, and in most cases, 16 years. Please ensure the appropriate parental controls 
have been set on all devices children have access to - this may include your own phone.   

Mobile Phones– A polite reminder, again 

We would like to remind you that the use of mobile phones is prohibited on school site.     
Therefore, when dropping off or collecting your child, please ensure your mobile phone is away 
and not in use. Several parents have raised concerns recently,  that they have seen mobile phones   
being used on the school playground and on the path in the morning. 

This is to ensure the safety of all of the children at St Chad’s Primary school and is part of our           
safeguarding policy. 

Appeal for Foundation Governors for St Chad’s 

The role of governor is varied and interesting. Governors are responsible for the strategic direction of 

our school, and they work closely with school leaders, providing support and challenge. If you are a 

practising Catholic, please do consider volunteering for a Foundation governor role. If you would like to 

explore this further without making any firm commitment, you are welcome to contact me via the 

office. Mrs Vassallo 

 

 

A huge thank you to our hardworking PTFA who raised £80 for our children through the sale of                

refreshments during the Talent Show.  Your commitment and continued hard work is really appreciated. 

If you would be interested in helping out at future events, please talk to your class rep.  

 

Antoinette Moynihan founder of Child of the Eucharist, came over from Ireland    

today to lead Yr3 in their first Adoration. The children were brilliant, they were very 

prayerful and respectful. They will now have the opportunity to spend time in prayer 

with Jesus each month just like the Yr4 and 5. Thank you to Pam and Angie from      

St Chad’s parish for delivering the programme each month. 



Safeguarding 

The wellbeing of our children is of paramount importance to all staff. Should any parent have a concern 

regarding a child’s wellbeing, please inform the school’s Designated   Safeguarding officer: Mrs P Mitch-

ener.  

We also have three Deputy Designated Safeguarding Officers: Mrs Davern, Mrs Mooney and Mrs        

Vassallo. In cases where school staff have concerns, they have a statutory duty to discuss the issue with 

one of the Designated Safeguarding Officers to seek further advice.  

Please look at the following links to help you protect your children whilst they are online. We know that 

this is an area that parents often find confusing and ask us for support with. 
  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/#children 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/inappropriate-explicit-
content/ 

Cafod/Green Club are taking part in 
the Big Battery Hunt, could all families 

please bring their batteries to school to 

The Big Battery Hunt is a nationwide battery 
recycling programme for schools funded by 

Duracell. Its aim is to increase the number of 
batteries currently being recycled in the UK. 

Pupils are challenged to collect as many   
batteries as they can, encouraging their       

communities to do the same. We are only    
collecting AAA   AA   C AND D batteries . 

Kindness Awards 

St Chad’s are the only primary school children in 
the country who have been asked to be on the 

judging panel !  

St Chad’s is on the leader board. We are the 

100th best school in the country—but we can 

do better than that! 

Next Wednesday the whole school is taking part in the Big Lent Walk. 

The children need to come to school  dressed in purple or green, or 

both and bring in £1 to donate to the CAFOD appeal to fight global 

poverty. St Chad’s has excellent links with CAFOD and it would be 

great if every child brought in £1. Thank you Mrs Gallagher for        

organising this and for all the work you do with CAFOD club. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/#children
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/inappropriate-explicit-content/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/inappropriate-explicit-content/


 

St Elizabeth Whole Class 

St Martha Khalifa, Simon 

St John Paul Shalom A, Zofia 

St John Bosco Moyin, Jacob 

St Catherine Elijah, Shawn 

St Martin James, Benjamin 

St James Chanelle, Edward 

St Andrew Topaz, Zofia 

St Therese Irene, Rocio 

St Brigid Priscilla, Wiktoria 

Gospel Value 

Forgiveness 

St Elizabeth Chelsey, Francis, Adhija 

St Martha Aaron, Eloise 

St John Paul Leonor, Ayomide, Nogan 

St John Bosco Mikaere, Nicole, Khayson 

St Catherine Anaiyah, Anastasia, Noah B 

St Martin Michaela, Jason, Alex 

St James Amadiwa, Soriah, Alison 

St Andrew Jessica, Angel, Ella 

St Therese Raphael, Therese, Amelia 

St Brigid Anna, Jordan, Crystal 

Monday 25th March  

Tuesday 26th March Palm Sunday  Liturgy Yr2 

Wednesday 27th March The Last Supper Liturgy—St Andrew 

Thursday 28st March Good Friday Liturgy—St James 

School closes at 2pm 

Friday 22nd March Good Friday 

Next week at St Chad’s 

Attendance 

Regular attendance at school is vital so that children can 

progress in their learning and friendships.  

If your child is unwell, please leave a message on the answer 

phone or email the office by 8am. The office staff check reg-

isters and must follow up on any unexplained absences by 

9.15am, so your cooperation with this is appreciated. 

Routine medical and dental appointments should be sched-

uled for outside school time. Holidays in school time cannot 

be authorised.  

St Elizabeth and St Therese are our best                             

attenders this week- well done! 




