 Literacy
This half term, we will be reading ‘Varmints’ by Helen Ward. This breathtakingly, delicately illustrated thought provoking tale explores powerful societal themes, giving children the opportunity to reflect on the world we live in and the challenges we face as a species. They will be writing in a variety of genres, empathising with characters and exploring their dilemmas, building an imaginative picture of a fantasy world and writing their own story inspired by the book.
Religious Education
Our topic this tern is Mission. We will be learning about the inspirational mission which is lived out by different individuals and organisations. We will also consider both the demands and joys of such dedication. We will then explore the various ways in which the diocese continues the work and mission of Jesus. We will learn about their own local church families and how they fit together into a larger family that is the Catholic Church.

Mathematics
We will begin this half term with our number topic – multiplication and division. We will look at how to multiply up to a 4-digit number by a 1-digit number before learning how to multiple by 2-digit numbers using formal written methods. We will then use our knowledge of known multiplication and division facts to learn how to use short division and to divide with remainders. We will also be solving problems which involve both multiplication and division.
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PE/Games
This half terms outdoor PE lesson will focus on tennis. The children will develop their understanding of the principles of net and wall games. They will think about how they use skills, strategies and tactics to outwit the opposition.

During their indoor PE lesson, children will take part in dance using the unique styles of the American dancer and choreographer Merce Cunningham. He devised a type of dance called ‘Dance by chance’. They will perform a dance using a random structure and perform showing quality and control. 


PSHE
This term we will be looking at the topic ‘Keeping Safe’. In this topic we will think about how to manage risks, including Staying Safe Online. We will also consider norms around the use of legal drugs (Tobacco, Alcohol) We will take part in National events for Safer Internet use and children’s mental health week.
Sowing & Growing
Year 5 (Spring 1)

Class teachers: Mrs Chandler and Mrs Gallagher (St. James)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Teaching assistants: Mrs Tachie –Mens and Mrs Bowler
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Children will explore the human life cycle with music from Brahms, Berio, Liszt and Monteverdi. The wide variety of musical moods, styles and genres inspires singing, performing and composing using new techniques and structures.

Computing
Children will develop their understanding of digital devices, with an initial focus on inputs, processes, and outputs. They will compare digital and non-digital devices, before introducing them to computer networks.

Modern Foreign Languages
Presenting myself




Homework will be given every Friday and must be handed in by the following Wednesday. Please make sure your child reads daily at home and brings their signed reading record to school each day.
Geography
We will use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. Compare 2 different regions in UK rural/urban. Linking with History, compare land use maps of UK from past with the present, focusing on land use. Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols, and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom in the past and present.




Art and Design
Through studying the work of Leonardo da Vinci, we will explore sketching flowers and plants. 
Design and Technology
In DT the children will design their own greenhouses. The children will be looking at what a greenhouse is and how they help plants to grow. The children will be investigating stable structures and designing their own mini greenhouses in a jar or a shoebox.
Science
We will be studying Living Things and Their Habitats where we will learn about the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, insect and a bird. We will also learn about the life process and of reproduction in some plants and animals.
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