
 

 23rd October 2026 

Dear Parents, 

Half term has finally arrived, and we are all looking forward to a week of rest and recuperation before the 
busy months of November and December and the run-up to Christmas. 

It was wonderful to see so many parents at our recent Parents' Evenings. Thank you to our staff for      
facilitating appointments and for the considerable work involved in preparing performance overviews for 
every child. These meetings are such an important opportunity to celebrate successes and discuss next 
steps in learning. 

School life can become very busy at this time of year, so we would encourage all families to read the 
newsletter carefully and stay up to date with forthcoming events, key dates and important messages. 

The weather has certainly turned, and by next week we will officially be in winter. Please ensure that 
your child brings a school winter coat every day. It is important that children are able to enjoy playtimes 
and lunchtimes outdoors, and they need to be suitably dressed for the colder weather. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to wish Miss Dench all the very best as she begins her maternity 
leave after half term. We look forward to hearing her wonderful news in the months ahead. 

A warm welcome to Miss Lee, who has joined us in Reception, and to Miss Richmond, who will be the 
class teacher for St John Bosco class for the remainder of the academic year. 

Thank you for your continued support throughout this half term. I wish you all a restful and enjoyable 
break and look forward to welcoming everyone back after half term, refreshed and ready for another 
successful term. 

Have a wonderful week. 

Mrs T Lawlor 

As part of Black History Month and our Geography topic on the 
Polar Regions, Year 6 have been learning about the achievements 

of Matthew Henson and Barbara Hillary. 

Pupils explored how both pioneers overcame barriers to achieve 
extraordinary goals. Matthew Henson played a key role in Arctic exploration, while Barbara Hillary 

became the first African   American woman to reach both the North Pole and the South Pole. 

Their stories have helped us 
celebrate Black history and  

recognise the important      
contributions Black people 

have made to our world. Most 
importantly, they remind us 

that with determination,      
resilience and self-belief,      

anything is possible. 



This week, the children in Years 1 and 2 took part in a lovely liturgy 
dedicated to Mary. Sitting together in a circle, we reflected on Mary’s 
example and discussed the many good choices we can make each day 
to honour her, we also prayed a decade of the Rosary. The children 
shared some wonderful insights and thoughtful reflections, making it a 
truly special time together. We ended our assembly by singing hymns 
in honour of Mary, celebrating her with joy and devotion.  

A huge congratulations to our CAFOD Club, who have officially 

achieved the Woodland Trust Green Tree Schools Bronze 

Award! 

Throughout this half term, club members have been working 

hard to put Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’ (Care for Our 

Common Home), into action. By exploring the importance of 

forests, tracking local wildlife and promoting eco-friendly  

changes around our school, they have demonstrated what true 

stewardship looks like. 

We are incredibly proud of our young leaders for inspiring others 

to live more sustainably and care for God's creation. Well done 

on this fantastic achievement! 



Our next parents' coffee mornings will take place on Wednesday 4th November At 8.40am. 
 
We will have Samantha from the Family Hub in attendance. Samantha is a Senior Croydon 
Family Hub Navigator. She will be in attendance to            introduce her service and share the 
support on offer for children, young people and their families. 
  
Family Hub Navigators provide a friendly, accessible point of contact for families, helping 
them to connect with a wide range of local services and support. Their aim is to ensure that 
families receive the right help at the right time, improving wellbeing and strengthening      
outcomes for children and young people. 
  
They can offer signposting and referrals into appropriate services, information, advice and 
guidance to families on a range of topics (e.g. parenting, emotional wellbeing, behaviour, 
SEND support, financial advice and community services, Early Years  services etc..) They work 
with families who have children aged 0 -19 (up to 25 with SEND) 
  

This week our focus has been on Rainbow col-
ours. We have been colour detectives and 
went on a colour hunt around the school 
 
The children listened to Elmer stories and 
made a patchwork elephant. They enjoyed 
mixing paints to find new colours. 
 
Lots of fun and excitement decorating biscuits 
with rainbow sprinkles and delicious to eat. 
 
Black History Month the nursery used  
Aboriginal art cutting around our hands and  
cotton buds to follow a pattern.  



Regular attendance at school is vital so that        

children can progress in their learning and              

friendships. If your child is unwell, please leave a 

message on the answer phone or email the office 

by 8am. The office staff check registers and must 

follow up on any unexplained  absences by 9.15am, 

so your cooperation with this is appreciated. 

Routine medical and dental appointments should 

be scheduled for outside school time. Holidays in 

school time cannot be authorised.  

Well done to St Martha 

and St Therese and St John Bosco        

this week 



Monday 2nd November R.E Week 

Tuesday 3rd November  

Wednesday 4th November Coffee Morning—Family Hub 

Thursday 5th November Dress up as a Saint (or religious person) day 

Friday 6th November  

Monday 9th November  

Tuesday 10th November Open morning 9:30am 

Carbon Monoxide workshops 

Wednesday 11th November Carbon Monoxide workshops 

General knowledge quiz St Aiden’s  

Thursday 12th November School photograph day (Individual and siblings) 

Friday 13th November Cross Country 

 

Next two weeks at St Chad’s 

 
 
 
 

 

St Luke Iyla Rae, Akua 

St Elizabeth Aziel, Olivia 

St Martha Belul, Rudi 

St John Paul II Amanda, Uatiza 

St John Bosco Nathan, Nicole 

St Carlos Anjali-Rose, Marcel 

St Martin Fabiola, Ebun 

St James Hannah, Johanan 

St Andrew Rosie, Hunter 

St Brigid Eva, Elijah 

St Therese Joahua E, Marisha 

 

Gospel Value 

 

St Luke Iyla May, Maria, Somkene 

St Elizabeth Sandi, Isla, Lior 

St Martha Naella, Jake, Desire 

St John Paul II Kendrick, Nikyrah, Aaliyah 

St John Bosco Psalm, Sophia, Nevaeh 

St Carlos Isla, Lorenzzo, Jeremiah 

St Martin Ryeden, Clayton, Danielle 

St James Shalom N, Ire, Hannah 

St Andrew Jazelle, Jayden, Whyshown 

St Brigid Georgia, Bella, Iris 

St Therese Angel, Elisha, Kyle 








