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Dear Parents,

RE Week was a wonderful celebration, and the highlight was definitely our Saints Dress-Up Day in
honour of All Saints' Day. There were some amazing costumes, and it was lovely to see the great deal
of thought that had gone into how the saints inspire us in our daily lives.

During the month of November, we are called to remember those who have gone before us. The
children have been embracing this Month of Remembrance, wearing poppies as a symbol of respect
and gratitude for those who have made sacrifices for others. We will be observing a minute's silence
on 11 November, Remembrance Day, to reflect and remember.

Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our coffee morning on Wednesday. It was a
great turnout, and | hope you found the information particularly useful, especially regarding the
Family Hubs and services available in the Selhurst area, including the new Samuel Coleridge-Taylor
Family Hub. Further information will be sent separately.

Our next coffee morning will take place on Wednesday 2 December. The focus will be on childhood
immunisations, and we will be joined by healthcare professionals who will be available to talk to
parents and carers about the importance of immunisation and answer any questions you may have.
Happy Diwali

We would like to wish any pupils, families, staff, and governors celebrating Diwali a happy and
peaceful festival. May the Festival of Lights bring joy, hope, happiness, and prosperity to all who are
celebrating

Mrs. Tamsyn Lawlor

The Thursday Litungles

Yesterday KS1 and KS2 celebrated saint liturgies, exploring how saints are role models who inspire us to
follow God. The children reflected on the message that we are all called to be saints by loving God, listen-
ing to Him, and trying each day to walk in His ways. It was a wonderful opportunity to grow in faith and

think about how we can show God's love to others.

Maria—| came as St
Dorothy who believed Ava Rose— | came as
deeply in God and Pope Francis, who
made others believe showed fairness and

in Him. equality to everyone.

Paul- | came as St Paul because he travelled to spread
the word of Jesus and wrote many things for us to
learn from and follow in the Bible.
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RE Week has been a wonderful opportunity for us to deepen our understanding of our faith and
Catholic Social Teaching. Inspired by Pope Leo XIV’s Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi Te (“l Have Loved
You”), the children explored the principles of Human Dignity and the Preferential Option for the Poor,
reflecting on the importance of recognising the God-given dignity of every person and caring for those
who are most vulnerable. Through prayer, discussion, learning and activities, the children considered
how we are called not only to show compassion but to put Christ’s love into action through our words
and deeds. Each year group also learned about a saint whose life reflected these values, creating
beautiful displays that celebrate faith in action.

On Thursday, the whole school enjoyed our Dress as a Saint Day, with children and staff bringing the
lives of the saints to life through their wonderful costumes.

Thank you for your generous support of our fundraiser for Kindness 52. We have raised an amazing
£196 so far! Your contributions will help promote kindness and strengthen communities.

It has been a joyful and inspiring week, reminding us of our call to love others, uphold their dignity, and
make Christ’s presence visible through our actions every day.
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Our young scientists had an electrifying time investigating conductors and insu-
lators of electricity! The children began by discussing, discovering and recalling
how to make a simple electrical circuit. Using energy sticks, they then tested a
variety of materials, including rubber bands, cotton wool, sponges and tin foil, to
discover which allowed electricity to flow and which acted as insulators.

The excitement continued when
the children joined hands to
create a human circuit and
made an amazing discovery — humans can
conduct electricity too! It was a fantastic hands
-on investigation filled with curiosity, teamwork
and exciting discoveries!

Thank you to all the parents who attended our
coffee morning. It was great to spend time together
and discuss the support available through Croydon

Family Hubs.

Family Hubs offer a range of services and activities
for families, from pregnancy through to young
people aged 19 (or 25 for those with additional

needs). By bringing together health, council, and
community services, Family Hubs provide easy
access to advice, support, and opportunities for
families across Croydon.

ol @ Great excitement on Thursday as some of the children dressed
up as saints . They enjoyed making hats, marching like a saint
and especially finishing off with a saint’s party.

As part of our topic for Creation and
Covenant we made a class Heart to
celebrate ‘God’s Good World’

The children have been busy with our class Saint Mary. They have
enjoyed simple stories and learnt songs about her life.
We made a collage and thanked Mary for her kindness.
S AN

The children were introduced to
Baptism through role play. They
learnt the importance of the priest,
parents and godparents in welcoming
and being part a family.
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children can progress in their learning and
friendships. If your child is unwell, please leave a

19/10/2026 - 23/10/2026 message on the answer phone or email the office
Attendance Punctuali . .
o v by 8am. The office staff check registers and must
Registration Group %o (lates)
% follow up on any unexplained absences by 9.15am,

St Mary Nur 304 44 so your cooperation with this is appreciated.
StAnn Rec 97.6 14
St Elizabeth 98.2 0 | Routine medical and dental appointments should
StLuke 5.7 | be scheduled for outside school time. Holidays in
St Martha 98.1 14 i _
St John Paul 100 05 school time cannot be authorised.
St John Bosco 928 18
St Carlos o7 ; Well done to St John Paul
St Martin 94.4 0 .
StAndrew 97 1 03 and St Therese this week
St James 95 08
St Therese 993 0.4
St Brigid 97.8 1.1
Totals 96.3 1

,w,.%  First Holy Communion
at St Chad’s Parish

Registration forms for the FHC 2027 are now available
at the back of the church (yellow form in a white tray).

Forms should be completed and returned in person on either

| 7t or 14t November
Y- to the church hall between 9:30am and midday.

'V}F’*'"' Unfortunately no forms can be accepted after 14th November.
4 Iﬂ Children eligible to join the programme, should be in Yr3 or above
4 at primary school.

The First Holy Communion team, look forward to meeting you and your family.
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Headteacher's Award

Gospel Value

St John Bosco

Ephy, Sophia

St Luke Somkene, Pretty St Luke No G.V today due to R.E week
St Elizabeth Josiah, Avital St Elizabeth

St Martha Nora, Jake St Martha

St John Paul Il Taleia, Liam St John Paul

St John Bosco

St Carlos Jeremiah, Tofunmi St Carlos
St Martin Lloyd, Logan St Martin
St James Leonor, Aleksis St James
St Andrew Paul, Aaron St Andrew
St Brigid Moyin, Anashe St Brigid
St Therese Raheem, Leilah St Therese

Next two weeks at St Chad’s

Monday 9th November

Tuesday 10th November

9.30am — Open Morning
Carbon Monoxide workshop

Wednesday 11th November

Remembrance event 11am
St Aidan’s General Knowledge Quiz

Thursday 12th November

Online poetry party — Y1 —-Y6
School photos

Friday 13th November

Cross Country Event

Monday 16th November

Tuesday 17th November

Wednesday 18th November

Yr6 Victorian Day

Thursday 19th November

Friday 20th November

St Aiden’s Travelling Crib years 3 and 5




MOBILE PHONES

Mobile phones have become a huge part of young people’s everyday lives, but new reatrictions on their use in schools and proposed
restrictions on social media are changing how children and young people can use them, This guide explores mobile phones, their use by
young pesople, what the evidence tells us, the curremnt and future legal position, and what parents and educators should do,

What are the risks?

MENTAL HEALTH
AND WELLBEING

The relationship between
smartphone and social
media use and young

complex,
does not establish a simple
causs-and-effect
relctionship, Some
researchers and
commen however,
inciuding Jona! Haldt,
author of The Anxious

and soclal media use may
be contributing to poorer
mental h and
wellbeing among
young people.

narm

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO?

While there is on&lng debate about
twoen

the relationship

smartphones, soclal media and
peoplo’s mental health, there are
stops that parents and educators can
take to help reduce the potentiol risks

auocmtrwtth their use:

Meet Our Expert

Mark rrermesss ORE GIO ~ Gty of Lordan Acodarvns Truwl Wk neary &8 yeors’
wnparienes # sereity adveel ka1 nderiag 20 pears v secaw learier sty cvee,
Marh wee 3r sarlp sdveeate ba bperiveg v cais ol abbe plewres 13 miven s
Intrasnming o e o Faalesshar 1 I000 e brs res served o8 o el wrey OFF

LEARNING »,
AND ATTENTION®,

Moblle phones can
distract p!.& from leaming " *
and make it
attention and concentration.
Research su sts thot
lsaming and on have
i oved in schools that

phone uss, particularly among
Is with lower prior
attainment. Now that the DIE's
guidance on mobile phones is
statutory, schools should - -
ensure the whole-school
commul undeorstands and
follows policy, while

der to mal -7,
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| SCREEN TIME
Ofcom research found that 13-

>

to 14-yoar-olds spend an average

of 4 hours 19 minutes online eac

day across sma

hones, tablets,
and computoumwow there is

considerable variotion batween

children, with some s Ing
si cantly more or less time
o , Excoasive screen time con
contribute to disrupted :Ioog‘ond
!f:gmmod attention, both of
ich can negatively affect
children’s mental health
and wellbeing.
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As of | September 2028, schools are expectad to be
free snvironments by default, with any exceptions
limited to specific circumstances, Schools can decide
how best to implement this, For exa some may
provide secure stor of collect phones at the
beginning of the school day, while others prohibit

searches for prohibitod
the relovant legal

puplls from bringing them onto school premises
altogether. Schools can also confiscate moblle
phones in line with their behaviour policy, while

phones must follow
requirements.

ONLINE SAFETY ACT 2023
POSALS

AND 2026

from

PRO

are
2027, but the ise scope

and rules not yet been

Delay smartphones, Consider waiting until a child is 14 befors giving them o smartphone,

Whete a child needs o device to contact family, a bosic phone may

an alternative,

Delay social media. Consider delaying access to social media unil the age of 16,
Support phone-free schools. Parents, pupils, and staff should understand and support
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young the school's approach to mobile

Encourage scroon-froe activities. Promote indepen
s that give chlidren opportunities to soclalise and spend time away from

ednesd
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dent and outdoor play, alongside
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